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This is a suggested reading list for middle school students and is not intended for
elementary students. However, some titles will be of interest to high school students. The
recommended titles reflect the quality and complexity of the types of material middle school
students should be reading both at school and outside of class. This list contains contemporary
titles to create a more comprehensive list for expanding options for classroom teachers,
librarians, students, and parents.

The purpose of this list is to provide suggestions for literature with a wide appeal to middle
school students. While this list is not intended to replace existing reading lists, classroom
teachers, reading teachers, library information specialists, parents, and others should use this list
to encourage their young people to read a wider variety of current literature.

Criteria used in the selection of books for this suggested reading list were:

- Copyright date must be within ten years from the current calendar date;

- Each title must have at least two favorable reviews from recognized review sources;
- Each title must be currently available in print; and

- South Carolina Junior Book Award Nominees for the current year must be included.

This list will be updated annually to meet the selection criteria as outlined above. For more
information about this middle school suggested reading list, please contact Martha Alewine
(malewine@ed.sc.gov ).
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100 Suggested Titles for Middle School Students

Alphabetical by Author

Author Title ©Date
1. Almond, David Skellig 2000
2. Anderson, Jody Lynn May-Bird and the Ever After 2006
3. Armstrong, Thomas l\\(/l?ﬁt’irSI (aSrIr:\etlgitleirg ZE?QS.YOU Think: A Kid’s Guide to 2003
4. Arrington, Frances Prairie Whispers 2003
5. Avi Book Without Words: A Fable of Medieval Magic 2005
6. Barrett, Tracy Cold in Summer 2003
7. Billingsley, Franny Folk Keeper, The 2001
8. Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker | For Freedom: the Story of a French Spy 2003
9. Caldwell, Dave Speed Show: How NASCAR Won the Heart of America | 2006
10. Cameron, Ann Colibri 2003
11. Choldenko, Gennifer Al Capone Does My Shirts 2004
12. Codell, Esme Raji Sahara Special 2003
13. Cooney, Caroline Goddess of Yesterday 2002
14. Cooper, Susan King of Shadows 2001
15. Copeland, Mark Bundle at Blackthorpe Heath, The 2006
16. Corbett, Sue 12 again 2002
17. Creech, Sharon Heartbeat 2004
18. Crum, Shutta Spitting Image 2003
19. D’Adamo, Francesco Igbal: a novel 2003
20. DekFelice, Cynthia Missing Manatee, The 2005
21. Dowell, Francis O’Rourke Where I’d Like to Be 2003
22. DuPrau, Jeanne City of Embers 2003
23. Edwards, Julie Dragon: Hound of Honor 2004
24. Ellis, Deborah Mud City 2003
25. Farmer, Nancy Sea of Trolls, The 2004
26. Flake, Sharon Begging for change 2003
27. Funke, Cornilia Inkheart 2005
28. Fuqua, Jonathan Scott Willoughby Spit Wonder, The 2004
29. Gandits, John Technically, It’s Not My Fault 2004
30. Gebler, Carlo August ‘44 2003




Author Title ©Date
31. Giff, Patricia Reilly Pictures of Hollis Woods 2002
32. Gravett, Christopher Real Knights: Over 20 True Stories of Chivalrous Deeds | 2005
33. Gray, Dianne E. Tomorrow the River 2006
34. Griffin, Adele Dive 2001
35. Haddix, Margaret Peterson Escape from Memory 2003
36. Hahn, Mary Downing Hear the Wind Blow 2003
37. Hannigan, Kathrine ;?1?1 I?F;;);Sa;g?y?igséat?]set\?vg:?glm|ze fun, avoid disaster, 2004
38. Harness, Cheryl Franklin & Eleanor 2004
39. Henkes, Kevin Olive’s Ocean 2003
40. Hesse, Karen Aleutian Sparrow 2005
41, Jocelyn, Martha 'r\g?nba:ﬁclziley : a reliable record of humdrum, peril, and 2004
42. Kehret, Peg Escaping the Giant Wave 2003
43. Kent, Deborah Riding the Pony Express 2006
44. Kerr, P. B. Children of the Lamp, The: The Akhenaten Adventure 2004
45. Lavender, William Just Jane 2002
46. Lawrence, lan Lord of the Nutcracker Men 2003
47. Lester, Julius Day of Trears: A Novel in Dialogue 2005
48. Levine, Karen Hana’s Suitcase 2002
49. Lobel, Anita No Pretty Pictures: A Child of War 2000
50. Lowery, Lois Silent Boy, The 2003
SL. Mzé:il':r,igracy and Michael Sherlock Holmes and the Baker Street Irregulars 2006
52. Mair, Jacqueline Horse Hooves and Chicken Feet: Mexican Folktales 2003
53. Mantell, Paul Arthur Ashe: Young Tennis Champion 2006
54. Mazer, Harry A Boy No More 2004
55. McKay, Hillary Indigo’s Star 2003
56. McWhorter, Diane ?gg)ﬁzrrié)g;reedom. The Civil Rights Movement from 2004
57. Mikaelsen, Ben Red Midnight 2002
58. Miller, Millie Our World: A Country-by-Country Guide 2006
59. Morpurgo, Michael Private Peaceful 2003
60. Moses, Shelia P. I, Dred Scott 2004




Author Title ©Date
61. Murphy, Jim Desperate Journey 2006
62. Myers, Walter Dean Blues Journey 2003
63. Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Blizzard’s Wake 2002
64. Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Sang Spell 2002
65. Nimmo, Jenny Snow Spider, The 2006
66. O’Connor, Barbara Fame and Glory in Freedom, Georgia 2003
67. Orgill, Roxane Mahalia: A Life in Gospel Music 2002
68. Pattou, Edith East 2003
69. Paulsen, Gary How Angel Peterson Got His Name 2003
70. Peck, Richard The Teacher's Funeral: A Comedy in Three Parts 2004
71. Perkins, Lynne Rae All Alone in the Universe 2001
72. Rees, Celia Ili/ilﬁgers\./!aTShhea'rl'prge and Remarkable Adventures of 2003
73. Rinaldi, Ann Or Give Me Death: A Novel of Patrick Henry’s Family 2003
74. Ritter, John H. Boy Who Saved Baseball 2003
75. Russo. Marisabina O\/I(\;\;?é/s{/\ll?;rrll:amber Me: How One Family Survived 2005
77. Shreve, Susan Kiss Me Tomorrow 2006
78. Siebold, Jan Doing Time Online 2002
79. Simmons, Michael Pool Boy 2005
80. Skye, Obert Leven Thumps and the Gateway to Foo 2005
81. Sleator, William Last Universe, The 2005
82. Smith, Anita Hope Way a Door Closes, The 2003
83. Snicket, Lemony End, The 2006
84. Spinelli, Jerry Milkweed 2003
85. Stewart, Jennifer J. Close Encounters of a Third World Kind 2004
86. Stine, R. L. Creepy Creatures: 3 Ghoulish Graphix Tales 2006
87. Telgemeier, Raina -II\-JZ;J\:ZIabOUt Stacey, The: A Baby-sitters Club Graphic 2006
88. Testa, Maria Becoming Joe Dimaggio 2002
89. Tracy, Mack Drawing Lessons 2000
90. Van Draanen, Wendelin Swear to Howdy 2003




Author Title ©Date
91. Van Maarsen, Jacqueline Friend Called Anne 2005
92. Vande Velde, Vivian Heir Apparent 2002
93. Wait, Lea Seaward Born 2003
94. Wallace, Bill Skinny-dipping at Monster Lake 2003
95. Weston, Martha Act I, Act I, Act Normal 2003
96. Whelan, Gloria Homeless Bird 2000
97. Whitesel, Cheryl Blue Fingers: A Ninja’s Tale 2004
98. Woodruff, Elvira 'II_'gtra]dRc’)a;]venmaster's secret : escape from the Tower of 2003
99. Yolen, Jane Sword of the Rightful King 2003
100. Youmans, Marly Curse of the Raven Mocker, The 2003
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Alphabetical by Title

Author Title ©Date
1. Corbett, Sue 12 again 2002
2. Mazer, Harry A Boy No More 2004
3. McWhorter, Diane fxgg)getzrriggsﬁeedom. The Civil Rights Movement from 2004
4. Weston, Martha Act I, Act I, Act Normal 2003
5. Choldenko, Gennifer Al Capone Does My Shirts 2004
6. Hesse, Karen Aleutian Sparrow 2005
7. Perkins, Lynne Rae All Alone in the Universe 2001
8. Russo. Marisabina O\/I(\;\;?é/s{/\ll?aerrrll:amber Me: How One Family Survived 2005
9. Mantell, Paul Arthur Ashe: Young Tennis Champion 2006
10. Gebler, Carlo August ‘44 2003
11. Testa, Maria Becoming Joe Dimaggio 2002
12. Flake, Sharon Begging for change 2003
13. Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Blizzard’s Wake 2002
14. Whitesel, Cheryl Blue Fingers: A Ninja’s Tale 2004
15. Myers, Walter Dean Blues Journey 2003
16. Avi Book Without Words: A Fable of Medieval Magic 2005
17. Ritter, John H. Boy Who Saved Baseball 2003
18. Copeland, Mark Bundle at Blackthorpe Heath, The 2006
19. Kerr, P. B. Children of the Lamp, The: The Akhenaten Adventure 2004
20. DuPrau, Jeanne City of Embers 2003
21. Stewart, Jennifer J. Close Encounters of a Third World Kind 2004
22. Barrett, Tracy Cold in Summer 2003
23. Cameron, Ann Colibri 2003
24. Stine, R. L. Creepy Creatures: 3 Ghoulish Graphix Tales 2006
25. Youmans, Marly Curse of the Raven Mocker, The 2003
26. Lester, Julius Day of Trears: A Novel in Dialogue 2005
27. Murphy, Jim Desperate Journey 2006
28. Griffin, Adele Dive 2001
29. Siebold, Jan Doing Time Online 2002




Author Title ©Date
30. Edwards, Julie Dragon: Hound of Honor 2004
31. Tracy, Mack Drawing Lessons 2000
32. Pattou, Edith East 2003
33. Snicket, Lemony End, The 2006
34. Haddix, Margaret Peterson Escape from Memory 2003
35. Kehret, Peg Escaping the Giant Wave 2003
36. O’Connor, Barbara Fame and Glory in Freedom, Georgia 2003
37. Billingsley, Franny Folk Keeper, The 2001
38. Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker | For Freedom: the Story of a French Spy 2003
39. Harness, Cheryl Franklin & Eleanor 2004
40. Van Maarsen, Jacqueline Friend Called Anne 2005
41. Cooney, Caroline Goddess of Yesterday 2002
42. Levine, Karen Hana’s Suitcase 2002
43. Hahn, Mary Downing Hear the Wind Blow 2003
44. Creech, Sharon Heartbeat 2004
45. Vande Velde, Vivian Heir Apparent 2002
46. Whelan, Gloria Homeless Bird 2000
47. Mair, Jacqueline Horse Hooves and Chicken Feet: Mexican Folktales 2003
48. Paulsen, Gary How Angel Peterson Got His Name 2003
49. Moses, Shelia P. I, Dred Scott 2004
50. Hannigan, Kathrine ;?1?1 ?F;A;Sa;g?y;]i;\%at?;t\?vg:?glm|ze fun, avoid disaster, 2004
51. McKay, Hillary Indigo’s Star 2003
52. Funke, Cornilia Inkheart 2005
53. D’Adamo, Francesco Igbal: a novel 2003
54. Lavender, William Just Jane 2002
55. Cooper, Susan King of Shadows 2001
56. Shreve, Susan Kiss Me Tomorrow 2006
57. Sleator, William Last Universe, The 2005
58. Skye, Obert Leven Thumps and the Gateway to Foo 2005
59. Lawrence, lan Lord of the Nutcracker Men 2003
60. Jocelyn, Martha 'r\g?nba:ﬁclziley : a reliable record of humdrum, peril, and 2004




Author Title ©Date
61. Orgill, Roxane Mahalia: A Life in Gospel Music 2002
63. Anderson, Jody Lynn May-Bird and the Ever After 2006
64. Spinelli, Jerry Milkweed 2003
65. DeFelice, Cynthia Missing Manatee, The 2005
66. Ellis, Deborah Mud City 2003
67. Lobel, Anita No Pretty Pictures: A Child of War 2000
68. Henkes, Kevin Olive’s Ocean 2003
69. Rinaldi, Ann Or Give Me Death: A Novel of Patrick Henry’s Family 2003
70. Miller, Millie Our World: A Country-by-Country Guide 2006
71. Giff, Patricia Reilly Pictures of Hollis Woods 2002
72. Rees, Celia Ili/ilﬁgers\./!aTShhea'rl'prge and Remarkable Adventures of 2003
73. Simmons, Michael Pool Boy 2005
74. Arrington, Frances Prairie Whispers 2003
75. Morpurgo, Michael Private Peaceful 2003
76. Gravett, Christopher Real Knights: Over 20 True Stories of Chivalrous Deeds | 2005
77. Mikaelsen, Ben Red Midnight 2002
78. Kent, Deborah Riding the Pony Express 2006
79. Codell, Esme Raji Sahara Special 2003
80. Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Sang Spell 2002
81. Farmer, Nancy Sea of Trolls, The 2004
82. Wait, Lea Seaward Born 2003
83. M:é:ciIt(r,i:]'racy and Michael Sherlock Holmes and the Baker Street Irregulars 2006
84. Lowery, Lois Silent Boy, The 2003
85. Almond, David Skellig 2000
86. Wallace, Bill Skinny-dipping at Monster Lake 2003
87. Nimmo, Jenny Snow Spider, The 2006
88. Caldwell, Dave Speed Show: How NASCAR Won the Heart of America | 2006
89. Crum, Shutta Spitting Image 2003
90. Van Draanen, Wendelin Swear to Howdy 2003
91. Yolen, Jane Sword of the Rightful King 2003




10

Author Title ©Date
92. Gandits, John Technically, It’s Not My Fault 2004
93. Woodruff, Elvira The Ravenmaster's secret : escape from the Tower of 2003
London
94. Peck, Richard The Teacher's Funeral: A Comedy in Three Parts 2004
95. Gray, Dianne E. Tomorrow the River 2006
96. Telgemeier, Raina -Il\-lgjxfglabOUt Stacey, The: A Baby-sitters Club Graphic 2006
97. Smith, Anita Hope Way a Door Closes, The 2003
98. Dowell, Francis O’Rourke Where I’d Like to Be 2003
99. Fuqua, Jonathan Scott Willoughby Spit Wonder, The 2004
100. Armstrong, Thomas You re Smarte_r Than You Think: A Kid’s Guide to 2003
Multiple Intelligences.
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Arranged by Copyright Date

Author Title ©Date
1. Tracy, Mack Drawing Lessons 2000
2. Whelan, Gloria Homeless Bird 2000
3. Lobel, Anita No Pretty Pictures: A Child of War 2000
4. Almond, David Skellig 2000
5. Perkins, Lynne Rae All Alone in the Universe 2001
6. Griffin, Adele Dive 2001
7. Billingsley, Franny Folk Keeper, The 2001
8. Cooper, Susan King of Shadows 2001
9. Corbett, Sue 12 again 2002
10. Testa, Maria Becoming Joe Dimaggio 2002
11. Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Blizzard’s Wake 2002
12. Siebold, Jan Doing Time Online 2002
13. Cooney, Caroline Goddess of Yesterday 2002
14. Levine, Karen Hana’s Suitcase 2002
15. Vande Velde, Vivian Heir Apparent 2002
16. Lavender, William Just Jane 2002
17. Orgill, Roxane Mahalia: A Life in Gospel Music 2002
18. Giff, Patricia Reilly Pictures of Hollis Woods 2002
19. Mikaelsen, Ben Red Midnight 2002
20. Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Sang Spell 2002
21. Weston, Martha Act I, Act Il, Act Normal 2003
22. Gebler, Carlo August ‘44 2003
23. Flake, Sharon Begging for change 2003
24. Myers, Walter Dean Blues Journey 2003
25. Ritter, John H. Boy Who Saved Baseball 2003
26. DuPrau, Jeanne City of Embers 2003
27. Barrett, Tracy Cold in Summer 2003
28. Cameron, Ann Colibri 2003
29. Youmans, Marly Curse of the Raven Mocker, The 2003
30. Pattou, Edith East 2003
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Author Title ©Date
31. Haddix, Margaret Peterson Escape from Memory 2003
32. Kehret, Peg Escaping the Giant Wave 2003
33. O’Connor, Barbara Fame and Glory in Freedom, Georgia 2003
34. Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker | For Freedom: the Story of a French Spy 2003
35. Hahn, Mary Downing Hear the Wind Blow 2003
36. Mair, Jacqueline Horse Hooves and Chicken Feet: Mexican Folktales 2003
37. Paulsen, Gary How Angel Peterson Got His Name 2003
38. McKay, Hillary Indigo’s Star 2003
39. D’Adamo, Francesco Igbal: a novel 2003
40. Lawrence, lan Lord of the Nutcracker Men 2003
L Sohutfert,Beausma | o 0t O 1 Aetronaut Michael Colling. | 2003
42. Spinelli, Jerry Milkweed 2003
43. Ellis, Deborah Mud City 2003
44. Henkes, Kevin Olive’s Ocean 2003
45. Rinaldi, Ann Or Give Me Death: A Novel of Patrick Henry’s Family 2003
46. Rees, Celia IIi’/iIEzzer?/!aTgﬁa'rrgge and Remarkable Adventures of 2003
47. Arrington, Frances Prairie Whispers 2003
48. Morpurgo, Michael Private Peaceful 2003
49. Codell, Esme Raji Sahara Special 2003
50. Wait, Lea Seaward Born 2003
51. Lowery, Lois Silent Boy, The 2003
52. Wallace, Bill Skinny-dipping at Monster Lake 2003
53. Crum, Shutta Spitting Image 2003
54. Van Draanen, Wendelin Swear to Howdy 2003
55. Yolen, Jane Sword of the Rightful King 2003
56. Woodruff, Elvira Igﬁdl‘\;a;]venmaster's secret : escape from the Tower of 2003
57. Smith, Anita Hope Way a Door Closes, The 2003
58. Dowell, Francis O’Rourke Where I’d Like to Be 2003
59. Armstrong, Thoms You're Smarter Than You Think: A Kid's Guide (o | 500
60. Mazer, Harry A Boy No More 2004
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Author Title ©Date
61. McWhorter, Diane ,16\95D£etznié)é8Freedom: The Civil Rights Movement from 2004
62. Choldenko, Gennifer Al Capone Does My Shirts 2004
63. Whitesel, Cheryl Blue Fingers: A Ninja’s Tale 2004
64. Kerr, P. B. Children of the Lamp, The: The Akhenaten Adventure 2004
65. Stewart, Jennifer J. Close Encounters of a Third World Kind 2004
66. Edwards, Julie Dragon: Hound of Honor 2004
67. Harness, Cheryl Franklin & Eleanor 2004
68. Creech, Sharon Heartbeat 2004
69. Moses, Shelia P. I, Dred Scott 2004
70. Hannigan, Kathrine ;(:‘acli ?F-););Sailgijy;]z;\%atr;]set\(l)vg:?glmlze fun, avoid disaster, 2004
71. Jocelyn, Martha 'r\g?nba:ﬁclzlley : a reliable record of humdrum, peril, and 2004
72. Farmer, Nancy Sea of Trolls, The 2004
73. Gandits, John Technically, It’s Not My Fault 2004
74. Peck, Richard The Teacher's Funeral: A Comedy in Three Parts 2004
75. Fuqua, Jonathan Scott Willoughby Spit Wonder, The 2004
76. Sleator, William Last Universe, The 2005
77. Hesse, Karen Aleutian Sparrow 2005
78. Russo. Marisabina O\/I(\;\flié/sv\ll?aerrrllfmber Me: How One Family Survived 2005
79. Avi Book Without Words: A Fable of Medieval Magic 2005
80. Lester, Julius Day of Trears: A Novel in Dialogue 2005
81. Van Maarsen, Jacqueline Friend Called Anne 2005
82. Funke, Cornilia Inkheart 2005
83. Skye, Obert Leven Thumps and the Gateway to Foo 2005
84. DekFelice, Cynthia Missing Manatee, The 2005
85. Simmons, Michael Pool Boy 2005
86. Gravett, Christopher Real Knights: Over 20 True Stories of Chivalrous Deeds | 2005
87. Mantell, Paul Arthur Ashe: Young Tennis Champion 2006
88. Copeland, Mark Bundle at Blackthorpe Heath, The 2006
89. Stine, R. L. Creepy Creatures: 3 Ghoulish Graphix Tales 2006
90. Murphy, Jim Desperate Journey 2006
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Author Title ©Date
91. Snicket, Lemony End, The 2006
92. Shreve, Susan Kiss Me Tomorrow 2006
93. Anderson, Jody Lynn May-Bird and the Ever After 2006
94. Miller, Millie Our World: A Country-by-Country Guide 2006
95. Kent, Deborah Riding the Pony Express 2006
%. Mzé:ciIt(r,i:]'racy and Michael Sherlock Holmes and the Baker Street Irregulars 2006
97. Nimmo, Jenny Snow Spider, The 2006
98. Caldwell, Dave Speed Show: How NASCAR Won the Heart of America | 2006
99. Gray, Dianne E. Tomorrow the River 2006
100. Telgemeier, Raina Truth about Stacey, The: A Baby-sitters Club Graphic 2006

Novel
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